
Birds 
 
 

Scripture Readings 
 Exodus 19:1-5 
 Psalm 102:1-8 
 Matthew6: 25-34 
 Matthew 23:37-39 
 

There are 300 times that birds are mentioned in the bible.  Birds of all types are used to teach us in 
scriptures. Some of the most common birds used are the dove, the eagle, the chicken and the sparrow. 
The Hebrew word for sparrow simply means “a very small bird.” The sparrow of Jesus’ time is also 
represents a lonely bird, a wise bird who build their nests in God’s sanctuary and finally so important to 
God that he knows when they fall to the ground. 
 
 Eagles with their powerful wings, talons and beaks were often used to show God’s covenant with his 
people. 
In the ancient world the eagle or vulture often was associated with deity. The prophets chose this bird to 
play a figurative or symbolic role in their writings (Ezekiel 1:10; Ezekiel 10:14; Daniel 7:4; Revelation 
4:7; Revelation 8:13 ). 
In Exodus 19:4 and Deuteronomy 32:11 the eagle is used figuratively of God's protection and care. In 
these passages God is pictured as a loving parent who redeems and protects His people even as the 
parent eagle cares for its young. The dove and the eagle are two of the most frequently mentioned birds 
of the Scriptures. They symbolize two basic aspects of the Bible's message. The dove symbolizes God's 
activity in the world through His Spirit, while the eagle represents God's care for His people. 
 
Roosters are known for their crowing, which was said to have been so punctual that the Roman troops 
used it to signal the change of the guard. Jesus Christ used the well-known sound of the cock crowing to 
predict that Peter would temporarily deny even knowing Him on The Fateful Night: "Truly, I say to you, 
this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny Me three times 
 
Owls are swift and silent night-time hunters of rodents and small animals. The eerie sound of the owl's 
"hoot" was used as a metaphor for loneliness: "I am like a vulture of the wilderness, like an owl of the 
waste places; I lie awake, I am like a lonely bird on the housetop." (Psalm 102:6-7 RSV) 
- 
 
Truly, there is much that we can learn from these winged creatures. As you observe their behavior, 
try to recall the Scriptural metaphors that speak of them. May the swallow help you to appreciate 
Jehovah’s house of worship. May you look to God for hope that can enable you to soar like an eagle. May 
you come to Jesus for spiritual truth that safeguards you the way a mother hen does her chicks. And may 
the dove remind us of the Holy Spirit that is sent to help us in so many different ways 
 
Reflections: 
 

1. Have you ever been lonely? Notice what I say: Have you ever been lonely—not alone, but lonely?  
2. Like a hen protects its chicks, God offers us his protection.  When have you felt God’s protection? 
3. What are some of the things that make you anxious? 
4. How do you deal with worry? 
5. In Psalms, David says he can think of nothing better than making a home in the altar of God’s sanctuary. What 

does this mean to you? 
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