
DISCIPLESHIP  
 

Scripture Readings        Taken from Sunday’s readings Sept 5, 2016 

 

Wisdom 9:13-18b 

Philemon 9-10, 12-17 

Luke 14:25-33 

 

The Gospel reading is one that really gives you a jolt.  Jesus is telling the crowds that to be his 

disciple they must hate their families and give away all their possessions.  He is saying to all of 

us that there are consequences to discipleship and we are to own our choice.  It sounds so harsh, 

and this from the Jesus from whom we learn that God is love.  What do we make of it? 

 

No one knows the path one’s life’s journey will take.  We make so many plans.  We plan for our 

schooling.  We choose our work, our partners.  We make plans for family.  We plan for 

retirement.  We act like we are in charge of it all.  Then life takes over.  And life can be so 

unpredictable. 

 

We are taught a sense of God as children.  As we get older, we are challenged to make faith our 

own.  Sometimes we behave like we can bargain with God.  When God does not answer prayers 

as we wish, we may distance ourselves from God. 

 

It is Jesus who sets the terms of discipleship in this gospel.  We are not in charge.  There is a cost 

to discipleship.  That cost is our acknowledgement of his ultimate claim on us.  We are not our 

own.  We are his.  Jesus is inviting the disciples and all of us to a new relationship with God.  He 

calls us beyond a childlike relationship.  We are called to carry our cross.  That means dying and 

rising into the ultimacy of God’s love in and through whatever we think our plans may be.  Our 

God is a jealous God who calls us to be rooted in his love as our life’s ultimate concern. 

 

All of the events on life’s journey, however unpredictable, are invitations to the acceptance of 

discipleship, especially when they call upon us to carry our cross. 

 

Reflections 

 

 

1. When has discipleship called you to distance yourself from the expectations of 

family/friends? 

 

2. What do you understand as the cost of discipleship for you? 

 

3. When has being a disciple meant carrying a cross for you? 

 

4. What does being a disciple call you to renounce (give up)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


