
THE FRUIT OF HUMILITY AND GOD’S MERCY 
 

 

Scripture Readings 

 

Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

Luke 18:9-14 

 

The image of Jesus at prayer is a powerful dimension of Luke’s gospel.  Fully human, fully 

divine, Jesus prayed always. 

 

While the scriptures make a special point of portraying Jesus at prayer at key moments of his 

life: his baptism, the selection of apostles, the transfiguration, preparing to die, there was 

always intimate prayer – Jesus alone with the Father.  If Jesus, the perfect man, prayed, how 

much more do we in our imperfection need to pray? 

 

We are born with a longing in our hearts for God, for the timeless.  Humility of heart easily 

gives rise to a desire for forgiveness, for God’s mercy.  The tax collector in the back of the 

temple who prays, “O God, be merciful to me, a sinner,” is such an example of humility. 

 

Humble awareness of sin is the key to God’s mercy.  It is also the beginning of an honest 

prayer relationship which comes to its highest point in the Spirit of the Son crying out in us, 

“Abba Father!” 

 

Jesus lived in submission to the will of his Father, the Pharisee, despising the tax collector, 

was a law unto himself.  His prayer was self-righteous.  Speaking his prayer “to himself”, 

says the text, he thanked God for not being like the rest of humanity.  To be holy, however, is 

to be set apart for God, not from the rest of humanity. 

 

Living from humility ourselves we need to remember that who we are in God is what makes 

us acceptable to the Lord, not what we are in ourselves.  The rightness of our prayer depends, 

not on us, but on the righteousness of our life in Christ, the gift of the mercy of God. 

 

 

REFLECTIONS 

 

1. When have you noticed the Pharisee-spirit infecting you?  What did you do about it? 

 

2. Recall an experience of feeling genuine humility.  What gave rise to that experience? 

 

3. How has prayer kept you honest before God? 

 

4. How has the fact that God knows no favorites comfort or discomfort you? 

 

5. How can you surrender your heart more fully to God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


